
U. S. DEPARGG- OF ACkICULTURE 
Division of Publications 

PEY F service 
ZZZZZ --I 

Washington, D. C. --The Covrrnscnt'a accounting to the American 

people of its stemards~?5p of t'ncit ti7.o ~niaelz and birrls during the past 

fiscal year, E'S cxsrcised through -:he Bu;enu 0: Biolo~ficnl Survey, United 

States Department of Agriculture, is ccntaiued in the bureau's annual re- 

port, made public to-day. 

In its supervision over the wild life resources and liabilities of 

the fiation, the Go;rer:nment deals with those birds snd animxls of distinct 

value Co agriculture, commerce, and industry as well as with those injurious 

species whose natural habits in years past :iesc cost tho country many hun- 

drods of millions oi dollars. Oc tkq esact side of tl-e balenco sheet the 

total mounts; and the liabilttics, th.an& to the inertiasin; efficiency and 

thoroughness of the Gover:;mont's supeyvisio,:, sre ehr9.&;ing;, Sketched in 
4 

its high :ights and dzalin;, only with r;;ajor facts r.nd totals, the bureau's 

work during the past year sbovis sjl?ng ct!:cr tF.ngn tLI0 follorring results: 

A SCIV~D~ to favorers ad stock;ren of abort $l;,OCQ,C@O during the year-- 

at a cost of $1,345,220--in tl::?, c?mp.ai:;n vest of the Xississipgi against 

WblVRS) lynxes and bobcats, coyotes, mcui1tai.n lions, be?rs, and rodents, 

Destruction by rille, trap, and poison of ap~~roxim~?tely 50,000 of the 

predatory animals. 

Continuation, with aarked succeza, of the v;ork bcg~~ 5 years ago of 

ridding the ranges--anti thereby making t?em safe for grazi:lg--of predatory 

Say738 -. $ll,OcO ,060 &1nually. 

An unrelanting campaign against Tr atria dogs and growId squirrels, dur;: 

ing which 18,331,851 acres ot' Federal, Stnto, and pri;Fate lipids were given 

a first poison treatment and follow-up work T:L$Q I?ni,a on 4,402,&62 acrez. 

One hundred thousand farmers and stoc?.-me:; t?ck pa;-t, in 9% werk; 1,235 tons 

of poison grain were prepared and disc riW.tcd under the bura~~#'b eupervision; 

and en annual saving of more thaii ;jll,(jOO,OOO is astiLat~:d k0 ham bcon 

effected through this ;Ihase of the bureau'z work alore. 



F?-olesnle dcntrcction in Idaho, Oregon, Lnshi:@on, Nevada, Utah, and 

llrizana of jack rabbits v~hose foraging annually damaged alfalfa, cotton, 

h2-T 3, end other crops to the extent of millions of dcllzrs. In one Idaho 

CCUllt~ ;LlTJilC, 158,166 jack rabbits (actual count) vrere killed, and in other 

counties as many as 50,OCC jack rabbits were disposed of in orgGanized drives. 

The beginning of active and intensive campaigns against mcndov; mice 

<and pine mice ahose depredAions in orchards, gardens, and truck farms, 

annually moutit into the millions. 

Destruction in one campaign alone (in Texas) of 670,000 rats by actual 

count, and continuation of the Nation--&de campaign against this most 

destructive and ubiquitous of rodents. 

Protection of valuable fur-bearing animals, encouragement of their im- 

portation, and study of best methods for successfully raising them. The 

rearing of silver, black, and cross foxes alone has grown to the extent 

that during the past year there were 340 fox ranches in this country having 

4,350 breeding animals v:ith stock a;ld cquipnant valued at more than .$4,280,000. 

Its investigations have resulted also in protection for the great army 

of birds which arc of inestimable aid to the fumier; checking, so far as 

pbssible, the depredations of the few feathered marauders which d<amage 

orchards and crops. 

Continued and painstaking stud, v of the habits of various kinds of birds 

that the valuable ones mi.gH core intelligently and definitely be determined. 

Survey of the feedin grounds of migratory v:ild fowl and recommending 

measures for improving them. 

Bird BIigration Studies son'inued -- ----- ..V...,-ma 

In a continuation of the Ration -v?id'o investigation on bird migration, 

the information of the survey'covcring habits, distribution, and migriztion 

of birds has izcrcasod and become v2ry valua'ble, 

I'urther study has been made of such injurious rodents as ground squirrels, 

pocket ~o~~crs, rabbits, kangaroo rats, and ?ocket iAce in order that more 

effective means against their depredations might be found end made available 

for use by American farmers. 

Under the protecting care of the bureau big garde on Government reserva- 

tions has multiplied fast. The animal census shows 508 Suffnlo an such 

reservations now, as compared with 207 five years ago; 504 elk, es compared 

With 159; 92 antelope, as conparcd v!ith 40, and so on. 



-3- 

‘care of the birds progres::cd ;:ttsrisily during the year through post- 

ing and defining boundaries of nrny 02 the bird rofu~cs, t';:e plaatifig Of 

grain to provide fccd.snd cover, estab1i.shIaen-t of :XX? rec?rvations, provi- 

sion of add.iti.onnl T;larden service <s-t ccrtni.2 reservations, ar?d increased 

nmber of patrol boats. 

Its adninistration of the Gigrztory Bird Treaty Act, whit? prohibits 

the shooting of nigratory birds on their ilight north in the spring and 

contains restrictions 2s ';o the maimer in y.?ich they najr be hmtzd during 

the open scaso~‘,s, and of the Lacey &t, v+ich rrgulatcs interstate s!lipr_lents 

of wild animals and game, resulted in the apprehension of nearly 1,000 

alleged violators of the Yederal gsi;le 1~7s and the securifig of Lore than 

500 COllViCtiOilS, ii? l&.ic!: fines rrert- ars~.sssed rnngi.ng frm ,;jl to .,1500 each. 

IJmcrous seizures of Li:<ratcry ~,am birds illegally killed or possessed, 

the birds bcisg dis;>osad of by the bwcau v:itl- ths consent of the accused 

by gift to hospitcls or charitable ins",itTJticns for use as food, sad seizures 

of contraband plur;:cs an& mounted snccinions ol” sipatory ‘birds of an estimat- 

ed value of )5,000. 

A notable increase mong the i-3igratorj: gar,;c birds is attributable al- 

nest solely to the limitation of spring sl:ooting, thc nonsale of ZLgratoq 

gsme birds; and the establishment of a u;lifsr;; ba,!; limit, the thrcr funda- 

mental restrictions made pcssible by the Zigratory Sird Treaty Act, according 

to the report. 

Permits 7cro issued for thr. i-.lportatio:i fron foreign countries of 

182,052 birds and 5,363 a:G.?nals, the latter i.nclu&ing 1,574 blzck or silver 

foxes from Canada. 

Vit!liIl th VG.ted St&es. In Alo.sks. L1-c ;jurcau assuwd, unc!tr thr: departnant, 

jurisdiction over ali lsnd fur-bearing FUliEld.S, co;itinuei its Invcsti+ion 

as to their habits and best aetl-,ods for their protection, md enforced the 

laws prohibiting or restricting the killir,g of such animls. I;lne of the 

chief itms of,interest ix connection cith tf;e bureau's vJor:: i,l :Loskr: ~$39 

its study of the reindeer industry in the Territory, * _ wltr- a vlcr- tc csua~ '3lish- 

ing it on a sound basis, by tiproving the hcelt? and general cmdition of 

the herds. 
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